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By ANNA GUSTAFSON
Hour Staff Writer

NORWALK — Local busi
nesges are partnering with
nonproflt organizgations and
schools (o make sure the
achievement gap narrows —
énsuring not only a more
dqual  edocational plaving
Geld, but also securing an
employable work force that
coiild one day benefit the city
and the state,

Conpecticut’s achisvemesnt
gap — the discrepancies In
tast scores between many low-
igeome and minority children
and middle-class white chil
dren — is the widest in the
country, according to Con-
nécticnt Coalition for Achiove-
ment Now, a 2-yesar-old non-
profit organization that alms
to close the state’s achieve
ment gap. From nonprofits o
educators to company execi-
Lﬁna“fdwhk array of tn:ﬁhﬂ:

Eroaps ave calling
d:l?lh-md' to the differences in
st acores. and thers are
numerous businesses in Nor
wialk that are attempting to
battle the achievement gap
with everything from swim-
ming o increased funding for
Connecticat Mastery Test
preparation,

“In our after-schocl seiivi-
ties, there is an educational
plece In them. For exomple,
gjl;nifm in the arts and

mianities, lke creative writ-
ing, improves skills In English
and grammar, which address-
gs the achiovement gnp,” aaid
Debbie Greenwood, the Nor
walk YMCA's executive direc-
tor. “In physical education and
nutrition. they're taught
about things such as messure
ments, which means they're
learning about math, which

in addresses the achieve-

Eap.

wMany of the YMCAs pro
grams that advoeste both fun
dad learning are funded by
local businesses, such as Siew
Leanard’'s and General Flec-

tric, Greenwood said
Stow Leonard’'s gives the
YMCA financial support for
programs such as swimming.
wiiich Greenwood said aims i

Pring test seares

eIt E more than a gym and
gim program, When kids
dre doing laps and swim-
ming. they're undersinnding
mathematical movement.”
Greenwood said. “When chil-
dren are introduced to a
physaical sducation program,
they're treined to move their
gyves from left to right, as
they do resding. That helps
them not skip lines when
reading a book. Movement
‘wducation  improyes  math
and reading skilla, "

With  corporate  dollars,
Greenwood said thev're able
to - gontinue providing pro-
gramming that's “fun or relax-
ing™ for students while still
emphasizing the achlevement
gdp — without the students
even necessarily knowing it
This, in turn, Greenwood said,
will beneflt the companias hy
which o Shianie. mebablie
whie studenis, re
of socio-economic status, can
o well in school — making it
more likely that they will
bepome productive members
of thi economic world,

“Ttmll comes full circle,” she
sald. “It's amazing whai cap

=g

it comes full cirels,
however, résalis of state tests
will need 1o narrow. Acconding
to 2006 CMT results, the stan-
dardized tests submitted to the
fediral povernment r No
Child Left Balind, 52.7
percent of eighth grade black
students reached proficiency
ln math and reading — mean-
ing the students were able to
rend and write at grade level

Hispanic §iu-

eighth-grade
dents attained proficiency,
compared fo 88.8 percent of
the state's white students.

sorwalk's  stadents  did
o, e
colin niid 47.8 peroen
of eighth-grade siudents who
are binck reached proficiency
in math. About 50.5 percent of
Hispanic students attained
oroficiency, comparsd to 84.5
pereent of white students, Stu-
dents fared slightly better in
reading, with 552 poerceni of
black students. 605 pereent of
Hiszpanic students and B854
percent of white studanis
reaching proficiEncy

According to  ConnCAN,
many high school gradustes
will reach only minth-grade
gkill levels by the Hme they
graduate, ] it difficult to
believe they will be prepared
o join the work force or suc
copd in college.

To help boost thess sian
dardized

Is focused on the achlevement
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