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Hour People

IRENE T. DIXON, Director of Sales & Marketing, Hilton Garden Inn  Norwalk 
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The Hour is the only locally owned daily newspaper in Fairfield County. We work hard to bring you the news because 

what’s happening in our neighborhood is important to all of us and we’re proud to report the stories of these people.

The Independent Voice of Our Community for 132 Years
THE HOUR NEWSPAPERS

The greatness of a community is a direct reflection of the character of its people. People who see beyond their own 
lives and give of their time, resources and hearts to make their neighborhoods and towns better places for everyone. Irene Dixon is one of those people.

Coming from a family of community leaders, Irene understood at a very early age her responsibility to give back to the 
community. As the Director of Sales and Marketing at the Hilton Garden Inn Norwalk, she believes that promoting 

responsible corporate citizenship is a key component of her job. 

Irene serves on the Board of Directors of the Norwalk Education Foundation, an independent non-profit with a mission to effect positive 
change by providing programs and funds for innovative classroom instruction, teacher and technology training, and a variety of learning 

opportunities beyond the school day. She participates in the Mayor’s Summer Youth Employment Program and is a volunteer at the 
Columbus Magnet School and Norwalk High School.

Irene is a member of the Executive Committee of the Board of Directors, Norwalk Symphony Orchestra. Irene believes that arts and
culture enhance the quality of life and makes the community a better place to live and work. She also supports the Oyster Festival, 

SoNo Arts Celebration,  Silvermine Arts Guild, Main / Wall Street Festival, and the Norwalk Jazz Festival.

Irene was selected by Mayor Richard A. Moccia as the Norwalk appointee to the Board of Directors of the Fairfield County 
Convention and Visitors Bureau, which is responsible for boosting tourism in Norwalk. Her leadership and partnerships with

area attractions and hotels entices a steady stream of visitors to the city in spite of the tough economic times.

Twice named ‘Ambassador of the Year’ by the Greater Norwalk Chamber of Commerce, Irene is a very active member of the 
Chamber and a passionate advocate for local businesses and non-profits. She is currently the chairperson for the 2008 NEON 

(Norwalk Equal Opportunity Now) gala and supports the March of Dimes, Malta House, ElderHouse, Make-A- Wish Foundation, 
the Norwalk Seaport Association, Habitat for Humanity and many more.

A Norwalk resident for almost twenty years, Irene was born, raised and educated in the Philippines. 
Ms. Dixon is married and has two children in the Norwalk public school system. 

Associated Press
ASHBURN, Va. — Given a

chance to brag, Jim Zorn
was asked whether coach-
ing has something to do
with the startling early suc-
cess of the Washington
Redskins.

“Absolutely,” Zorn said.
The room erupted in

laughter, but Zorn was actu-
ally trying to give a serious
answer.

“It’s really true,” he con-
tinued. “Coaching has some-
thing to do with it, but let
me tell you this: In my assis-
tant coaching career, I felt
like we were about 30 per-
cent of the success of what
was going on on the field.
That’s a large percentage, if
you think about it, because
players are the ones who
truly have to win. It’s just
their talent, and you get
them in the right spot.”

Then his voice trailed off
a bit.

“I don’t know about head
coaching,” he said.

Zorn apparently hasn’t
been a head coach long
enough to realize his own
impact, but those around
him sure do. Maybe the play-
ers should get 70 percent of
the credit once the ball is
snapped, but Zorn deserves
a full 100 percent for the atti-
tude adjustment that has the

Redskins (4-1) on a four-
game winning streak after
back-to-back road wins over
strong division rivals Dallas
and Philadelphia.

“We’ve rocked and
rolled,” defensive coordina-
tor Greg Blache said. “I
don’t know how you can
question what he’s done on
and off the football field.
He’s got a team believing in
themselves. He’s got an
offense that’s moving and
doing things well. I think
the guy’s done everything
that could be asked of a
head coach. You wouldn’t
ask anymore from a veteran
head coach, let alone a first-
year head coach.”

In instilling a positive,
attack, go-for-it philosophy,
Zorn has put the second Joe
Gibbs era firmly in the rear
view mirror. Gibbs and Zorn
are both Christians who
don’t swear, but that’s about
the only thing their person-
alities have in common. The
Redskins are no longer a
team that plays close to the
vest.

Give Zorn a second-and-
19, and he’ll relish finding a
way out of it. Give him a 14-
0 first-quarter deficit — as
he had against the Eagles —
and he won’t flinch. Make
him look like an over-
whelmed rookie in his first

game — as happened in the
season-opening loss to the
New York Giants — and he
won’t retreat into a shell.
He’s the kind of man who
would spot you love-40 in
tennis, just to see if he can
win the next five points to
take the game.

No wonder receiver
Santana Moss summed up
the four-game winning
streak this way: “We haven’t
been playing scared foot-
ball.”

“For what we went
through with Coach Gibbs
and knowing that we’re

going to miss him, there
couldn’t have been no better
coach to come in than Coach
Z,” Moss said. “He’s been
perfect. He’s played the
game. He knows the game,
and he talks to us as if he
knows what we’re going
through, and he knows what
he wants.”

One of Zorn’s favorite
words is “medium” — it’s a
takeoff on the familiar
“don’t get too high or too
low” cliche — but it’s a con-
cept that seems strange
coming from a bouncing-up-
and-down, heart-on-his-

sleeve coach. When asked
about the apparent contra-
diction this week, Zorn
essentially explained “medi-
um” comes into play when
others might panic.

“It’s second-and-19, but
we still have a chance,” Zorn
said. “I think that’s the act-
ing medium — because you
can’t flinch.”

Of course, there are more
tangible reasons for the
Redskins’ success, but even
those are attributable to
Zorn.

His offense doesn’t have a
turnover. His relationship
with quarterback Jason
Campbell — crucial to the
team’s success — perse-
vered through the struggles
of the preseason and that
horrible Giants game. Zorn
has found more running
room for Clinton Portis,
who is off to the best five-
game start (514 yards) of his
career. Moss already has a
pair of 100-yard receiving
games, and tight end Chris
Cooley has one.

Zorn also knew enough to
leave the defense in the
hands of capable veteran
Blache, and the special
teams in the purview of
longtime assistant Danny
Smith.

The Redskins would love
to say they cleverly planned

all along to hire someone
who would provide the per-
fect, fresh contrast to Gibbs,
who mixed two playoff
appearances with two poor
seasons in his second stint
in Washington. That, of
course, wasn’t the case.
Zorn was the accidental
hire, promoted to the job by
owner Dan Snyder after a
month of interviews with
many other candidates who
just didn’t pan out.

Snyder gets credit,
though, for spotting Zorn’s
potential. When Zorn
speaks, he is engaging,
upbeat and confident — a
surefire combination for
winning over a millionaire
owner in a job interview or
a diverse roster of 53 ath-
letes.

And, unlike other star
athletes who have struggled
to make the move to coach-
ing, Zorn feels his long path
from undrafted castoff to
Seattle Seahawks icon helps
him identify with those in
his charge.

“I always felt like I had to
overachieve and just play
relentless if I wanted to
keep up with the good play-
ers,” Zorn said. “I never
looked at myself as one of
these elite, top players. I felt
like everything I was going
to get, I had to earn. ...”

Zorn’s attitude adjustment has Redskins on roll

AP photo
Washington Redskins head coach Jim Zorn, right, talks to quarter-
back Jason Campbell, bottom left, and Santana Moss (89) during
Sunday’s 23-17 victory against the Philadelphia Eagles.

Associated Press
CINCINNATI — The NFL

suspended Cincinnati
Bengals reserve linebacker
Darryl Blackstock for the
next four games on Tuesday
because he used a perform-
ance-enhancing substance.

The Bengals signed
Blackstock as a free agent
from Arizona in the offsea-
son. He has played in all five
games, including one start,
and has four tackles. The
fourth-year veteran said in a
statement that one of his
nutritional supplements
contained an ingredient
banned by the league.

“I’ve apologized to my
coaches and teammates for
an unfortunate mistake,”
Blackstock said. “I did not
intentionally violate the pol-
icy, but I know it’s my
responsibility to use only
approved nutritional sup-
plements, and I didn’t real-
ize I was taking an over-the-
counter product that includ-
ed a banned substance.”

The Bengals also re-
signed running back Kenny
Watson, who was released
on Saturday when they
needed to open a roster spot
for receiver Chris Henry.
The troubled receiver
returned from a four-game
suspension for misconduct
and played in a 31-22 loss at
Dallas, where he didn’t have
a pass thrown his way.

Watson carried seven
times for 32 yards in the
first four games, when he
was Chris Perry’s backup.
His return gives the Bengals
three tailbacks, including
Cedric Benson, who was
signed last week as a free
agent.

Cincinnati also added
rookie cornerback Simeon
Castille to their practice
squad on Tuesday. Castille,
an undrafted free agent
from Alabama, played in the
first four games and was
waived last Friday.

Saints CB has
surgery

Saints cornerback Tracy
Porter needed surgery on
what head coach Sean
Payton described as a dislo-
cated right wrist, but it was
not clear Tuesday how long
the rookie starter would be
out.

“He had a procedure to
put it back in place,” Payton
said. “I don’t want to specu-
late, but I know the proce-
dure went well.”

Porter hurt the wrist
while attempting to defend a
desperation heave by
Minnesota’s Gus Frerotte on
Monday night. Bernard
Berrian caught the pass for
the tying touchdown as he
collided with teammate
Aundrae Allison, Porter and
Saints safety Josh Bullocks
near the goal line. The
Vikings went on to win, 30-27.

Defensive backs some-
times play with soft casts
after similar injuries, but
Payton did not sound opti-
mistic about Porter’s
chances of returning for
Sunday’s game against
Oakland.

“It required surgery to
get it back in place, which is
not good,” Payton said.

Porter was the Saints’
second-round draft pick last
spring and won the starting
job in training camp.
Through the first five games
of the season, he’s been
credited with 25 tackles,
including a sack, to go with
one interception and five
passes defended.

Denver kicker wants
shot at record

Matt Prater is starting to
make a name for himself.
What the Denver Broncos’
new kicker would really like
is to put his name in the
record book.

After kicking a 55-yard
field goal that would have
been good from 70 yards
Sunday, Prater said he
wants the chance to beat the
NFL record of 63 yards held
by Tom Dempsey and the
man he replaced in Denver,
Jason Elam.

“I’d love to get the oppor-
tunity, especially here in
Denver,” Prater said. “It
would be awesome to get the
opportunity to do it, and
hopefully I can keep it
straight.”

Hardly anybody knew
about Prater when the sea-
son started.

The Broncos signed the
24-year-old kicker last
December after Todd
Sauerbrun wore out his wel-
come in Denver and they
needed somebody to handle
kickoffs for their last two
games.

Coach Mike Shanahan
saw enough of Prater’s pow-
erful right leg that he
allowed Elam, the fran-
chise’s leader in points and
games, to bolt for Atlanta in
free agency.

Shanahan took a lot of
heat for turning over the
team’s kicking chores to a
kid who had made just 1-of-4
field goals in the NFL. After
all, the Broncos’ 7-9 season
last year would have been
much worse had it not been
for Elam’s four game-win-
ners.

But nobody’s missing
Elam now thanks to Prater,
who has piled up a league-
high 51 points and made all
four of his field goals from
50 yards or more. He’s
amassed 11 touchbacks, tied
for the league lead, made 12
of 13 field goals, including a
half-dozen from 40-plus.

Bengals Blackstock
suspended 4 games
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